
THU CCMPTROLLER EUNUMAL
DECISION OF THE UNITED UTATEE(a;.WAUFEINCYON, OCC. SOESM

IFLE: D486O DATE: December 2n. 1977

MATrER OF: Tl Country Va Lines, Me.

S1.
DIGEST:

Transportation audit fuzntion was transferred frm this Office
to GSA by Pub. L. to. 9360I4,4 apprwoed Jknary 2, 1975; It -
effective October 22. 19759 aW inulnded al. trnnhltatia
functions incldin Lettlsd claim but left GAO with appellate
authority to review GSA bettle ntu. Xeview requests met be
rce ived in GAO no later tban 6 months froe date of final.
diapoultive action by GSA or 3 years Srw date of certain ensur-
atMd administrntive actioan, whichever is later. Carrier requesting
revist by OAO of CMA actirn after thore dates is time-barred.

Traen Country Va Lines, Inc. TramS Country), in it. letter of
Jkrw 6, 1977, request. a review by the Coptruller General of the ftI'l
mettlement actin of September 11, 1974, taken by the foimer Transporta-
tion and Claim Dvisien (TCD) of the General Accounting Office.

The record shes Athat Twin Ccuntry billed for and naS paid
*3,320.60 an June 24, C971,sts\ traportatien services rendered a.
a shipment from Fut-Aums, Californla, to Warrenton, ,yirginia, an
Governeant bill' f diig F-4243716, datedtmy 21, l971. TCD dsterSined
in its audit of trmportatioc'nbr gem that lower charges were available
tk'arthose billed by Tram Cou~ttry. Tberefore, & Htice of Overcharge
far $1,843.80 was stated against1 Traae Country. Trans Country protested
the overcharge and received a reply from TSCD. HcIenver, because of thr
time l tsict n iwposed by 49 U.3.C. 66 (1970), the overcharge or
$1,843.80 was collected by Ceductrin from amounts otherwise due the
carrier. Tras. Country' a clai foer the amount dedue-zsd wva dis alowet
by TCD an a uettleuent certificate dated My 2, 1974, On August-22.
1974+ Trans Country protested as uIzarrantad the denial of it. c'laU.
TCD responded by letter of Beptfuber 11, 1974, affira~d its disallowane,
and suggested that franitCoantri, request a reviewo by the Camptrol^er
Getgaral of the Uited tM-te. of its final action 'on the claim. The letter
of JUne 6, 1977, in the firnt correspondence received from Trans Country
concerning thbs claim since August 24, 2974.

While Trans Coumtry presents several reasons in support of its review
request, we need not consider them, because, in our opinion, the claim
In burred from oar consideration by the time limitations on our review
in the General Accounting Office Act o. 1974, PUb, L. No. 93-604, approved
January 2, 1975.



The tranapoatatien audit function was trarsfurred rron this Otflee
to the General Servioes Ad aindstration (G8A) un-r,,tb* Ion ,e¢ th t
Acts tbe entire tnaapart.1tt.ci audit functian, iriluding the aetUtee t
of el1sa, was t;awnferred'tc WOA, with tb. Miasna Accomntting OCel..
retainins its oversAght renasjvolblitlue ca well as an *pel: te function
enabling carriers to request Lbe Comptroller GeLiral to review ezeutwv
ageney action on tneir claim . See Hearings on LBR. 12113 berfoe a
Subcom. of the House COas. on Gaven nt Operations, 93d Cong., 2d
Skim. 32 (1974). The transfer w s effectiva OCtober 12, 1975 (B-163758,
August 27, 1975), and on tbat date TCD's final action of Septeenbr U,
1974, beam in effect the motion of aA.

The authority for this Office to review an u Cian taken by C8A en
tranaportationd claim is froa± at 49 U.St. 66(b) (Su". Vs 1975), whiab
prowvdeu tiat:

'tathing ir"uubsectimn (a) of this aection hereof shll
be deemdU to pievent &my carrier or forrarder from requesting
the Cooptroller General to'review the action o'n his claim
by the General Servicer Adminiutration, or him designee.
Such request shall be forever barred unless received in the
Genezal Accounting Office within six mouths (WAt in ludin
in ties of war) from the date the action was taken or
within the periods of limitation specified in the aeceol
proviso in subsection (a) of this aection, whichever Is
later."

Pursuant to tia statutory provision, we have preaulgated regulations
for the review of GSA transportation aettlesat actions. 4 C.7.R. 53
(19r7). Zpeciticafly, 4 C.7.3. 53.2 (197T7) provides that:

"Actions taken by the General Services Adminietrnttia
on a claim by a carrier or freight forwarder entitled undar
49 u.s.C. 66 wc be paid tor tranapcrtion cericesc prier to
audit tlast have diapomitive effect and ecantitute a setNlc-
ment action as defined id see- 53.1 will be reviewed by the
Comptroller General, provided request for review, of *uch
action is usde within six mounth (not including tim of
war) from the dtee such action iL taken or within the
periods of lilitation specified in 49 U.s.C. 66(a),
whichever ia later."

The periods of limitation referred to in both the statute and
regulation, specified in 49 U.J.C. 66(a), are: (1) Iccrun of tbe cnase
Of action, (2) payrmnt of the transpartation olarges, (3) Subseqment
refuml for averpayment and (4) deduction. The applicable dates for
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stnu alas tl stbtutav iuri Perio IN thi o1art s the Sate tlA
trust er ma.u eSeeCttverOct*.r 12, 1975 ,WA the date uo dduateim,
twchl 259, :gyL. amm, WJury bd six intbs f.re the date or tw
txU;er, a orai L 3, 1g 976, or thra. vows fa te late of delatlems,
or )w'rh 16, 97,r, to fie its requst for rwivw of the tint ants
takn n 3eptu*c -L, 1fl40, a'tm clat s. Slate Twns Country'.
request ftr a reviw of thUt aetiem by this Office was not reIned
here until Jums Z, 197, v are burre by the prmvivuou of the statute
trim eaaoldertIz 1'.

Dspt~ty CMwp tIt*
of the fldted States




