COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
).—‘l WASHINGTON. D C 20548

3-125030 JUN 12 1974
The llonorable William H. Widnut, ITT

e WA

This report is in response to your reguest of April 5, 197k,
that Lhe deneral Accounting Clrice provide you information on the
mailing of an 1dertL sement LL @ non‘OJGrnment _enterprise under
GOTE en Tul dere at bivdaad J_;n::\:t,.u,k.ug,kl wis bu bue
lepalitly of malllng such advertising under Government indicia.

Dear Mr.

. . . R . . & b
The advertising in question was mailed by Metcut Research P oa’s

wwsociatbes which has a cost-plus-fixed-fee contract to operate the
Machinability Data Center (MDC), an information analysis center
sponcored by the Department of Defense (DOD) Army Materials and
Mechanics Research Center. For the period August 1, 1973, to

July 31, 1974, the contract is estimated at $150,000. The Defense
Supply Agency administers the contract for DOD and provides the
Government mailing indicia used by MDC.

MDC's objective is to increase the productivity of scientists,
engineers, and technicians engaged in Defense scientific and engineer-
ing programs by providing information analysis services to DOD, its
contractors and grantees, and to other CGovernment agencies and con-
tractors. Certain services may also be provided to the private
sector. To accomplish this objective, Metcut prepares bibliographies,
data publications, flyers, and the MDC handbook for sale to interested
persons.

Metcut 1s required under the contract to cstablish a program to
make MDC's users and potential users aware of MDC's products and
services. The advertising in question weo mailed in accordance with
thig provision and the procecds from JBC's ol rovord. Lo the Govern-
ment by applying them to the cost of meintaining MDC.

Meteut is authorized under Lta conbrac! Lo aose dovermsent mailing
indicia and DOD bas adviged us that this o-rag, o ob has saved the
Government about $50,000 over u porlod of wooot 7 cears,  Use of mail-
ing indicia by Governmeni, conuos Love T, T4 pder Hhe Armed
Serv1cg( Procurement;, Regudatioo and Lo o o L rioeg ‘npulatlonw.
Thuu, it appears that Mobenl = oo L T Col Wz oin accordance

with pertinent regulations,
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We plan no further distribution of this report unless you
agree or publicly anncunce its contents,

Sincerely yours s

(bl

Comptrolier General
of the United States

{Acting
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