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December 20, 1996

The Honorable Carl Levin

Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Oversight of Government
Management and the District of Columbia

Committee on Governmental Affairs

United States Senate

Dear Senator Levin:

Enclosed is the information on independent counsels that your office recently
requested. Enclosure I identifies each independent counsel's appointment date,
final report date, and investigation subject. Enclosure II summarizes independent
counsel expenditures for the period June 11, 1985, through March 31, 1996.
Enclosure III provides office rent expenditure information for each independent
counsel.

The enclosures were compiled from reports we have issued on the expenditures
by independent counsels who have been active since 1987,! when Public Law 100-
202 established a permanent, indefinite appropriation within the Department of
Justice to fund independent counsel expenditures. Independent counsels are
required to report their expenditures from the appropriation for each 6-month
period in which they have operations. We are required to audit the expenditures
from the permanent, indefinite appropriation and to report our findings to
appropriate congressional committees. During any 6-month period, independent
counsels might also incur other significant costs that are paid from
appropriations other than the permanent, indefinite appropriation established to
fund independent counsel activities. These costs arise, for example, from an

- Financial audits of expenditures by independent counsels: GAO/AFMD-93-1,

October 9, 1992; GAO/AFMD-93-60, April 21, 1993; GAO/AIMD-94-76, April 15,
1994; GAO/AIMD-95-85, March 31, 1995; GAO/AIMD-956-112, March 31, 1995;
GAO/AIMD-95-113, March 31, 1995; GAO/AIMD-965-233, September 29, 1995;
GAO/AIMD-96-67, March 29, 1996; and GAO/AIMD-96-166, September 30, 1996.
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independent counsel's use of detailees from other federal agencies. Independent
counsels are not required to and do not include such costs in their statements of
expenditures. However, these costs are included in enclosure II as "other
operating costs - unaudited."

We were unable to verify most of the expenditures in enclosure II because of the
poor condition of independent counsel records prior to 1992. Also, total costs
include some additional unaudited information, principally for costs paid from
other federal agencies' appropriations.

The data in the enclosures were obtained during November 1996 from our prior
independent counsel audit work, which was performed in accordance with
generally accepted government auditing standards. If you or your staff have any
questions about our work, I can be reached on (202) 512-9489.

Sincerely yours,
uic (D

David L. Clark :
Director, Audit Oversight and Liaison

Enclosures
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Ordering Information

The first copy of each GAO report and testimony is free.
Additional copies are $2 each. Orders should be sent to the
following address, accompanied by a check or money order
made out to the Superintendent of Documents, when

necessary. VISA and MasterCard credit cards are accepted, also.
Orders for 100 or more copies to be mailed to a single address
are discounted 25 percent.

Orders by mail:

U.S. General Accounting Office
P.0. Box 6015
Gaithersburg, MD 20884-6015

or visit:

Room 1100

700 4th St. NW (corner of 4th and G Sts. NW)
U.S. General Accounting Office

Washington, DC

Orders may also be placed by calling (202) 512-6000
or by using fax number (301) 258-4066, or TDD (301) 413-0006.

Each day, GAO issues a list of newly available reports and
testimony. To receive facsimile copies of the daily list or any
list from the past 30 days, please call (202) 512-6000 using a

touchtone phone. A recorded menu will provide information on
how to obtain these lists.

For information on how to access GAO reports on the INTERNET,
send an e-mail message with "info" in the body to:

info@www.gao.gov
or visit GAO’s World Wide Web Home Page at:

http//www.gao.gov
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