COMPTROLLER GQENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON
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The wonorable,

The Zeeretary of the Interior.

Your letier of Yovember 1, 1937, is as follows:

"The receipt is acknowledzed of your letter (A-88947) of Cctober
2y 1937, which i3z 1z reply %o this Departmentta lebter of September
11, 1957, regquesting your opinlon as to whether autherity may properly
be gziven the Virginis State Commission on Conservation and Develop=
ment to use an unexpended balance of Federal funds furnished it for
the acqulisition of specified dracts of land within the Shehandoah Mo~
tional Park Loy IDmergeney Congervailon Werk purposges pursvant to Hu=
seutive Order ¥o. &5h2, dated Desember 285, 1933, toward the acquigi-
tion of other lands within sald cark for the seme peneral purpoges,

Frau adeise that o

Trx % # there is no authority of law for now making the funds nok
uaed for sguch purposs avallable for the acguisitlion of sther lands, or
2 other words obligating zald funds at this $ime for purpeges other
than originally obligated as set forsh in your letter of ¥arch 30, 1935,
%o the Commission % % %1,

*rhe traets which the #ommiszsion is unable %o acquire at the amounts
furnished are as follows:

7ract Yo. I Harren County, Virginia 37,500
Trast Y¥o. 101 Yarren Counky, Virzinis 1,074
Tokal 58,576

"These amounts were based on estimates furnished this Depariment
by the Yirginla authoritiss. ¥hile procssdings for the soquisition of
these lands were belng conducted by the Commisgsion, 2 huge viscose
vlant was established in the vieinity thereof. As a result of this in-
dustrial development and also the general rige of real estats values in
thig area since the above-mentioned estimates were made, the Cornmige
slon is unable to complets the acquisition of thess two tracts within
the amounts furalshed 1%,

"While it does not appear possible now to asquire both iracts
dos. Z and 101 for 38,576, o less, it is believed that %ract ¥o. 101
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san be acguired atl an *33?5688 in priss over the sriginal sstimsbte of
41,076, but well within the unexpended balangs of éé,%?é ﬁ@# in the

hands of she Commigsion for ithe two trasts. Tract Fo. 101 is sabirely
surrounded by Joverament owned park lands, and, in view of the objestives
of Zxzecubtive Order Ho. &542, should bo acquired to protsct surrouanding
Zovernment-cwned park lands. DBecause of the probable inorease in price
fsr these lands, this Departmest secs no allernative sxeept %o fordse

the meoguisitien of trast Zo. %, but it is desired to prooesd with the
acquisition of %ract ¥o. 101, usinz so much of the funds originally in-
tended for %ract ¥o. Z as my be neescssary to auzment the funds orizinally
astimated for tract Wo. 101, if that is necessary.

®rf 1% i your opimion that = porticm of the fusds orizinally son-
templated to be used for tract ¥e. Z may, il necessary, bs used to aug-
zment the sun of 31,076 originally estimated %o be necessary for tract
Fo. 101, the umised balence of the 38,576 remaining after tract Ho, 101
hae been asguired will be ressid to the United Stsles as under vour de-
sision of Deotober 2, 1937, such funds cannot he used for the aequirement
lands not listed im our lekter of March 30, 1935, %o the Commission.

e

*4in sarly opinlon with regard %o this mabter would be appreciated,”

letier dated Hovembor 19, 1537, from the Hational Park Service, fore
warded Tor considsration, deed and related papers concerning the ace
guisition of the warious traeds of land by the Yirginia 3Ztate Jommission
on Gonservation and Developmeat. It is gztated on page 2 of the report
dated Ostober 30, 1537, by A. (. Carsom, Special Coungele-

?is diselosed in the Tormer repert {gi%%é huzust 25, 1§§§7; Special
Counsel found 1% lmpossibles %o acguire any of the trasts listed in
this tables by private negotiation for the purchase prices placed at
their dlspesal, and at the date of %that report no part of the Psdepal
fmmds heold by the Treasurer of Tirzinia subjeet %o the order of the
3tabte Cormission on Comservabtion and Development, had bHeen expended
in %heir acguisition.

#*%ines that date, howsver, all the numbsered %racis listed in Table
111, sxoept Trasts *2°* and 4101 in Werren J@Raﬁj, have been ascquired by
Comaisslon with these lederal funds, for the purchase prises 13 sted
in the above t able, in condemmation proseedings in the 3%?3?&1 sounties
in whish thev are located, #= 2 »%

An order of dismissal was entered Ceteber 21, 1937, in the Circuil
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sroceedings had on tracts "IW and 4101 providinge-

"% % » and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directsd %o refund
4o the petitloner any un #d balanee of any a@a?ﬁ&i depoail mﬁa
under the provisions of section 26 of the Publls Park ¢ %
iet to ?ravﬁéa for payment of fees, sosts, disbursement:
ponses herein.?

and it would appear from this record thst it had beon dsfinitely detere
sdned Lo %mgg the sogulisitise é§ both tracte.
Tt dpes not appear frem the rmﬂi thet a wlgs wee dotermined

in the condemmation proceedings for trast 2101 in Warren Jounty as

orovided by sestion 12 of the Virginia Publie Park Condemmstion Ast of
1928, Howsver, if such tract cam now be sequired through continuation
af the ari.gﬁmi @aﬁéwgaz procesdings, or otherwise at a reasomable
sost, ¥his of flce will not be required %o objeot %o the use of a portien
af the funds aet aside for the seoguiszition of tract *2%, for ths sé«v
quisition of tramet #101, with the undsrstending that the unussd funds
will be forthwith returned to the Treasury of z;%a United sStates.

The deed and rslated papsrs transmitted with lebter of Jovember
19, 1937, supra, are herowith returned as requested.

Respeatfully,

Acting Comptreoller Ceneral
of the United States.

Insloguros,



