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: An Army officer was authorized to rent a
car for use with another officer while
on temporary duty. An accident occurred
while, the car was driven by: the other

.officer. This officer,; though not -
specifically authorized to rent a.car on -

:his travel oroer, was authorized to use
. that car.for official business. Since

the accident occurred while the driver
was performing official business, pay-
ment may.be made to the rental"company

. . ; for. the deductible amount of damages - -
required by the rental contract. --

An Army officer was authorized .to rent a car for his
use together with another member for.transportation while on
a temporary duty assignment. An .accident occurred at the
time the car was being driven ,at the temporary,duty location
by the Army officer whose orders did not authorize the car
rental. We are asked whether a direct payment may be-made
by 'the Government tc the car rental agency of the. deductible
amount required by tue rental contract.for damage to the
rented vehicle._]_/ We conclude that payment may. be made
since the officer was authorized to :use the rental vehicle

• for of ficial travel, and since'it.may be; determined that he
was using the car for official ;travel when the damage
occurred. •"'"' ' '] ..'• • " -•-• • • ... •"..-.. -.-•-• . - .' .-.V

|_/ .Major T. A. Stout, Finance and Accounting Officer, -Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, submitted 'this request for a . ;
decision and it. .has been assigned PDTATAC. control number
85-6 by the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee. .'. ' : - :
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Captain Kenneth  R. P e t e r s o n  and Captain Kaleo L. E l i a ,  
H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  Combined Army T r a i n i n g  A c t i v i t y ,  F o r t  Leaven- 
w o r t h ,  Kansas, were ordered to  p e r f o r m  temporary d u t y  a t  
Fort  Monroe, V i r g i n i a ,  t o  a t t e n d  a m e e t i n g .  C a p t a i n  
P e t e r s o n  was a u t h o r i z e d  a r e n t a l  car o n  h i s  t r a v e l  orders 
for h i s  u s e  together w i t h  C a p t a i n  E l i a  for t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a t  
t h e  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  l o c a t i o n  w h i l e  o n  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t .  

C a p t a i n  P e t e r s o n  r e n t e d  a car from Budget  Rent  A Car 
o n  November 2 7 ,  1984. H e  d e c l i n e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  " C o l l i s i o n  
Damage Waiver"  c o v e r a g e  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c i d e n t  c o l l i s i o n  
i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  $1 ,000  o f  loss or damage. 

T h e  r e n t a l  car was d r i v e n  by C a p t a i n  P e t e r s o n  f o r  t h e  
i n i t i a l  t r a v e l  r e q u i r e d .  However, o n  t h e  morning o f  
November 28,  C a p t a i n  E l i a  d r o v e  f rom h i s  q u a r t e r s  i n t e n d i n g  
to  go t o  a d r u g  store t o  o b t a i n  needed  m e d i c a t i o n .  Whi le  e n  
r o u t e  he was i n v o l v e d  i n  a t r a f f i c  a c c i d e n t .  C a p t a i n  El ia  
was cleared of a l l  charges i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

C a p t a i n  P e t e r s o n  paid t h e  u s u a l  r e n t a l  c h a r g e s  and  h a s  
b e e n  r e i m b u r s e d .  Budget  Ren t  A Car s u b m i t t e d  t h e  claim f o r  
t h e  d e d u c t i b l e  amount ,  t h e  amount C a p t a i n  P e t e r s o n  became 
c o n t r a c t u a l l y  ob l iga t ed  to  pay for t h e  loss t h r o u g h  col l i -  
s i o n  damage t o  t h e  r e n t a l  car i n  t h e  maximum amount o f  
$1 ,000 .  

The s u b m i s s i o n  s ta tes  t h a t  most commands min imize  t h e  
use o f  r e n t a l  c a r s  by  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t r a v e l e r s  s h a r e  t h e  car 
when a g r o u p  t r a v e l s  t o  a t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  p o i n t .  Norma l ly ,  
o n l y  o n e  p e r s o n  is  a u t h o r i z e d  a r e n t a l  car e v e n  though  
o t h e r  members of t h e  g r o u p  may have  a r e q u i r e m e n t  to  use 
t h e  r e n t a l  car  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  para. 1 - 3 . 2 ~  of t h e  Federal T r a v e l  
R e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n c o r p .  by ; e f . ,  4 1  C.F.R. 5 101-7.003 (19841,  
para. M4405-lc o f  t h e  J o i n t  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  Volume 1 ,  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  e x t r a  c o l l i s i o n  damage i n s u r a n c e  , " C o l l i s i o n  
Damage Waiver," w i l l  n o t  be p u r c h a s e d  b u t  t h a t  a member may 
be r e i m b u r s e d  up  to  t h e  d e d u c t i b l e  amount a s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
t h e  r e n t a l  c o n t r a c t  for p e r s o n a l  f u n d s  paid to  r e n t a l  car 
a g e n c i e s  f o r  damage s u s t a i n e d  by a n  a u t o m o b i l e  p r o p e r l y  
r e n t e d ,  and damaged i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  o f f i c i a l  b u s i -  
ness. Such d e d u c t i b l e  amount may a l so  be paid d i r e c t l y  to  
t h e  car r e n t a l  company. 
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It is clear that Captain Elia was authorized by the 
Army to drive the rental car although the cost of the rental 
was authorized on Captain Peterson's orders. We find no 
specific requirement in law or regulation that a specific 
authorization be included in an individual's travel orders 
to use a Government controlled vehicle on official 
business. Accordingly, Captain Elia could drive the rental 
car on official business. 

Captain Elia was driving the rented car from his 
lodgings to go to a drug store to obtain required medication 
at the time the accident occurred. We find that, by analogy 
to the rule applicable to the use of Government owned or 
leased vehicles, this travel was travel for official 
purposes. Even though certain travel which is primarily for 
the sustenance, health or comfort of the traveler may not be 
considered official travel for purpose of reimbursement on a 
mileage basis or for payment of taxi fares, it is considered 
travel for official purposes when it merely involves the use 
of a Government controlled vehicle. The rule applicable to 
the use of a Government owned or leased vehicle is equally 
applicable to vehicles rented for official business. See 
1 JTR para. M4406-1, which specifically provides that 
Government controlled vehicles may be driven on necessary 
trips to drug stores. 

Under the rental contract Captain Peterson became 
liable for the payment of the deductible amount of $1,000 to 
Budget Rent A Car because the automobile was damaged in the 
performance of official business. This amount would have 
been reimbursable to Captain Peterson if he had paid from 
personal funds. However, as provided by regulation the 
Government may pay the deductible amount directly to the car 
rental company. 1 JTR para. M4405-lc(2); 8-162186, May 28, 
1971. 

Under the terms of the rental contract liability 
for the deductible amount of the damage to the rental car is 
established regardless of a question of negligence. 
However, as indicated in 8-162186, supra, in appropriate 
circumstances the Government may find it advantageous to 
make claim against the negligent party to recoup the amount 
involved. 
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For t h e  reasons stated the voucher payable t o  Budget 
Rent A Car submitted may be paid. 

Y k i k  & * 
Actingcomptroller Gene a1 

of the U n i t e d  States 
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