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Zgrotest ceneexz{;qféZ%egeé ambiguity in eco-
nomic price adjustment provisions of RFP]Jis

untimely when filed subsequent to the 01051ng
date for recelpt of proposals.

White !lotor Corporation (WMC) protests the award of
a contract under request for proposal (RFP) Mo. F09603-
80-R-1244 issued by the Department of the Air Force for
the purchase of fuel servicing trucks. WMC contends that
the economic price adjustment provisions set forth in the
RFP are so ambigquous that their potential application to-
the various offerors would be inequitable and unfair.

Our Bid Protest Procedures provide that protests
alleging an impropriety in a solicitation which is appar-
ent prior to the closing date for the receipt of proposals

" must be filed prior to that date. 4 C.F.R. § 20.2(b)(1)

(1980). Further, alleged improprieties which do not exist
in the initial solicitation but which are subseguently’
incorporated therein must be protested not later than

the next closing date for recelot of proposals following
the incorporation. Id.

The allegedly defective clause was promulgated in
an amendnent to the RPP which extended the closing date
for receipt of eruOSQlS to September £, 1980. VNC, on
Septenmber 4, 1980, sent a letter to the Air FPorce which
contained a suggestLd alternative clause. This generated
a serics 0 exchanges between UNC and the Alc Force which
rgsulted in anendment to. 0004 to the RFP nodifyving the
economic price adijustment clause and extending the closing
date for the receint of provosals from September 8, to Sep-
tember 22, 1980. VWhile the record indicates several other
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exchanges between WMC and the Air Force, there is no indi-
‘cation of any protest being filed regarding the modified
price adjustment clause prior to September 22, 1980. Sub-
sequently, on January 7, 1981, WHC filed its protest wit
our Office.

Since WMC did not protest the applicable provisions of
the modified economic price adjustment clause until after
the next closing date for receipt of proposals following

, its incorporation, the protest is untimely and will not
 be considered on its merits. Nuclear Research Corporation,
B-189790, February 22, 1978, 78-1 CPD 147.

Accordingly, this protest is dismissed.

Vsl Bl

| A Milton J. Socolar
| _ General Counsel





