
UNITED STATES GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548 

CIVIL DIVISION 

Al.!Gl 51969 

Dear Mr. Sampson 

The General Accounting Office has examined into the procurement 
of wiping rags and certain soap products by the Federal Sunply Service 
for its stores stock program. Our examination was performed prImarm 
at the FSS Central Office, Arlington, Vlrglnia, and Region 5, Chlcago, 
Illinois. 

Our examination showed that it was FSS policy to either increase 
or decrease the involced amounts payable for reclarmed cotton wlplng 
rags and certain soap products on the basis of tested moisture content 
of the products received. In January 1967, we discussed with FSS Cen- 
tral Office offlclals the necessity of lncreaslng the lnvolced amounts, 
known as premium payments. Subsequently, FSS revised the Federal spec- 
ification for cotton wlplng rags to eliminate the premium payments. 

We noted that FSS had not made a similar revision of the Federal 
speclflcations for soap products. We believe that the cost of soap 
products to the Federal Government can be reduced by revlslon of FSS 
speclflcatlons to provide for the elimlnatlon of premium payments for 
moisture content. We suggest that FSS consider the feaslbllity of 
the revision. 

We appreciate the cooperation given to our representatives during 
the examination. We ~111 be pleased to drscuss the subJect of this 
letter with you or your staff, if desired. 

Sincerely yours, 

V. L. Hill 

V. L. Hill 
Assistant Director 

Mr. Arthur F. Sampson, Commissioner 
Federal Supply Service 
General Services Admlnlstratlon 




