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Fn.rur 2ctober 10, 1972, tnrw days beftaloot molo tMjzotaqwoinn a over
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W* wert advis.d by letter of April 5, 1973, that tn interfhrabtera
ipoootreteeter ayse betng v.ur~d vas requkd for uue in exprfiwnta
ze)Ated to the Piomr 10 s*o probe scheduled orc Deoober 49 1973,
and it we doteruined that mwrd vvuld b&v to be jde prcUty in order
that pertinrt -npsernyta data cmal d obo sizmd--t -waymt pfm -r
t0 that evsnt,

*n Your¢w tvpo to MNAL adinistrativ. pou argued that
You equiPntr did Mt the rexolution ,equirement o' the specifics-
tious, otuithotandinc claima to the actrary by tASA ad that, i n -

jtt ZOCCW. bad not dervntrated that ias wquipmnt could met the
reaolutio requirement. Yaoualo raised umel qosatiwzs in connee. 4

tion vith E0CM4's alternte oftr. It varaosten4.4 that tin language'.
lz the RP encouraging bidders to otter equimnt with n diffret f
approach &t1 not man that an "intortorsutor with data acquisitio" -
capabil4ty au an offliw data ozlaly&i5 0yst0*W could be offend rather
than a co1391t iftOrfTomahter-wUt ,4yctrComter 8sta, Also, it was argued
that! EOCCR4a .offer must be nicidared an off-lins staa Wich not' a -

cuplete saytem, but merely an iatorterter with adata saeuitiw 'A

package. In your protest it is stated that the 1I? does not provide- for
the une of Goyermnt-futruised equipnat; i..,o * te IBM 360 and thik8J$
&tO&, located at Aano facilitioa, ad that had you k=o that WXA
wculA accept a partial vyotUe, you could have ofatdse "veral off-line
qteas equivalent to the syztea offered by EVC10C in ±ts tflte xte otter.
Azo, you contend that the cost of EOMCC(a alterot offer wil eoxed
tb cost of th* prOPOoed oawtn usateas. ¶

in regard to the procuing activity'. determination that th Ir

equiytnt offered by your firm did not met the revolution roquiren
sent. of the tpccifications whila EOCOMu equiyanb did mev't thee - -

roquirnaents9 both you and the procuring activity advanced extnsin
technical argumnts in support of your reupeat'.wpoaitiob. Our Office
hba ccnsiutently taken the postica that the odninictntivo kepecies
bvo the primary reoponsibility of datem in otbsr the prcdt 
offered tots upecificatLonD. atating tb m mininm ISwedo of the L0oyemrit,
44 Camp. Gon. 302, 304 (1964)) 38 CoDP, Ges. 3.90 (1958); 35 Cwpo. Can.
174 (1955), Whil, the equipment offered by you firm iln on th Fedora3A r-

Supply Schledule, wve ha" been infornmaly advised by the General Eerricox
Adminitration (GSA) thit yczr eoqutixcnt is lioteA as offmt1iswgeXl or
cQMiOLB oiuimaeut and, as suo, wa ne ter tactM -M. **- - -

Coeming your contention that the solicitation did not prouide
for the USC' or GvsrMnt,*furnisbed equipent, vs an of th view that -

tid argument hba merit, While w wer advisd by the procuring activity

* ~, .,. .l, 
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pr ow pecteed the cillo be thepoposeacd o-UtM a cos y ompa rio

ofatihe rpethatea speotrs wiul can rt42o. be procure= infguot#ifitoaitstatte-ot pe pett tflw cmly be 40 'Hwur , ul.o

mOt OGEosoibles neiveryo snce the proctring activity did not cota
auidr your offer aaclatable due to .tts failure to meet the resolution
requirements of the upeoifications, v do not believe tbat the procuring
actiflty vws roqtdxo to make a cost coparisonSof tw respective system.

oe 52 CmiV. ano 382 (1972). a.

lothe ab raiov an b"tn you sn*n c4i is denied'
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Doputy COV Utl`16r Gorsl
of tbha UWztd States
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