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B-174239 flay 15, 1973

Iie flonorable Peter W. Rodtno, Jr*
Chairman, Comnittee on the Judiciary
Itouse of Representatives

Doar Hr, Rodino;

Reference ie made to your .lj:tor dated February 22, 1973,
requesting ourtilews on U.R# 4320k, a bill for the refief of
Kenneth 11, ScxItz of llaaburg fl&r York.

Thin bill would relieve Hr, Schmitz of ht'Clabttity to the
United States in the amount of $453, stated to represunt overpay-
menta of tdlitary pai and allowancee uhile serving on active duty
in the United States Marine Corps Reserve during the period July 19
1969, through Uarch 19, 1970. In addition, the bill would relieve
the certifying or disbursing officer of liability to tIe entent of
the overpayrsnt and would authorize and direct the Secretary of the
Treasury to pay to fir. Schmitz an amount equal to the sum of any
amounts received or withheld from nPum otherwise due hiw on account
of such ovarpayuant.

Since the indebtedness represento arroneoja p4meunto which
appropriately nay be considered for waiver under the provisions of
10 U.S.C. 2774, as added by the act of October 2, 1972, Public
Law 92-453, 86 Stat. 758, we referred the matter to the Uonmandant
of tbe Marine Corps on Barch 7, 1973, for investigation and report
in accordance with the Standards for Waiver promuljated in inpil-
uentation of the waiver statute, published December S, 1972, in
thie Federal Registort Vol. 37, page 26096, et seq. By lei:ter dated
April 1U, 1973, the Head, Disbursing Branch, riscal Livlaion of tt
Marino Corps, by direction of the Comzandant of the Marine Corps,
expressed the opinion that all of thte conditions for waiver an
outlined in tOm Standards for Waiver are present in tits case and

, roeomiendod that the claim against lit. Schmitz in the amount of
$453 be waivod.

/ Under the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2774 and in view of al.1 the
facts and circumatnces involved in the case, indicating no fault

;on the part of Hr. Scimitzt we have decidau to waive the claim of
/; ' thrz United States against him. The Commandant of the iarine Corps
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has beeu informed of this action by letter dated today, copy enclosed,
and has been requested to 'adviae Ur. Schnitz of our action and of his
right under the act to claim any amount of the indebtedness which may
have oeen rc.paid by bim,

In view of our action in the matter, tW need for private relief
legiulation no longer ellsts,

Sincerely yours,

PAUL G. DEMBLING
For thO Comptroller Ceneral

o' the Utilted States
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