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Hr. Robart A, Youag . . .

Chief, Accounting and Pinaunce Division
Dafensa Conatouction ilupply Center

Defanse Bupply Agency
Columbus, Ohie 4321%

Decx Mr, Young)

Your letter of Aprll 17, 1973, requests «ux alvica as to the!proper
discridbution of unpaid compecaation/dus Heary Maillwy, Jr., deceasad
formax eudloyzes of tha Defsuse Construation Bupply Canter, at the time
of bis death: Two separate claims have beea £11¢d for the cmpensation--
c¢oa by tha mother of the deceased and ona by tha othur of dessnsed's
f1llezitimate child,

The statute mt'rnim: the dupmltimi of wpaid couwmensstion due
decessed emploress of the Yederal Covevoment is codifled at: ssction 5382
of titly 5, United States Coda., That secticon provides ia part as followss

(b) 1In order to. facilitata the settlement of he
. aceonnts of deceased employeex, money dus an employeo
at the tiwe of his death vhall Ye patd to the persou or
parsond surviving at ths Jate of death, in the following
oxder of precadence, and tha paynent bars recovery by
anrther parson of amounts a¢ patd:

" First, o the Leneficlary sr beneficiaries
designated by tha employes in a vriting vecadivad
{n tha eaploying agency before hin death,

Second, if there 1s no deaignated bencfi-
afary, to tha widow or widower of the employsa, -

Thixd, if none of tha abowve, to ths ehild
or childven of the smployes and descendmts of
. decessed children by represontaticc,

Yourth, 1f none of tha above, t‘nthi ',' .

‘parents of the ewployes or tha surviver of \
thom, )

Sttt 2 OQ45S



-
T W Rt mp e - W et P —— - Sram i e et e ey Pl G——

B-178493

hl

We hutve conslatently hald that Jeterndsation of the allowanca ox dis-
allanacs of pasymenta to fllogindmats childrim ondar tin abeve—gitod
atatute ia to be made vn tha basis of applicabla State \wr,

In this casa, under thy dascent and Aistribution ststutes of the
Statas of Chio, Jllegitisats ¢hildran {nherit aud transmit from, to, aad
through thsir sothsr, However, under sectilon 21035.18 of ¢ve Obic Levised
Code Annotated, an {llegitimate child may ba legitimated upm an
acknovlodgnant of paternity f£1led by the father 4 the pmhts oourt of
tha county in which ha or the child xasides.

: Ceples of docunintes submiitud with your httm: show that & Journal
Zotry was made on March 14, 1969, ia tha Cour: ~Z Common Pleas, Divigion
of Doweetic Reistiouns, Franklin Cowmty, Ohlo, indlcatiug that the
decessad Lad acknowledged paternity of the child and ordaviug him to pay
axidd support, Another Journal Xntry, this onu 4in ths Probate Crurt of
Tranklin County, shows that on July 1, 1969, ths Court approved a pesi-
‘{ion changing the child's Just nasa to chat of thn docund.

We hsve been fuforwally Mviud by & probata refaras of tha Prubate
Court of Franklin County that sn scknowledgment ¢f paternity 43 & separats
procosding in tha Probace Court and that neither of tlie tvo above~
uantioced court procerdings would meet the requivemsnts of section 2105,25
to lepitvicate the child and thus allow her to ipherit from her fathor
upder Ohlo lwme, BSince it appsars that tha parties dnvolved all lived ss
Colunpuas, Ohlo, 4t is ressonnble to azsums that had the decaased wanted to
legitimata him deughter he had the opporrunity awl could heve dons se by

~ 21414ng the vequired appiication in the Prnbate Ceurt of Franklim County.

Thﬂn!m:., in the sbaanes of = showing that the child was legitimated
as required by Ohio law, you are advigsed that payment of the umpaid ocom-
peasation dus Jenry Bailey, Jr., at the time of hie death should ba udc
to his -or.hu:. ¥rancas B. Holldas,

. Bincaraly yours,

PAUL G, DEMBLING ° AL

l;or the Comptroller Cemevnl RS
of the United States . L -
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