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COMPTROLLER GENERAL, OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINITON,D.C. 10848

5~-178826 |
" - July 30, 1973

[ ]

Mr, K. W, 'hrruy

Disbursing Officer

Naval Station, Adak, Alaska
Box 2

YPO Seattle, Washington 98791

Dear Mr, Yerrey:

We refar to your letter of May 31, 1973, ruference 19/100000/103000/=
KWPima 7240, submitting for ndvnncc decislon a travel vouchar in favor of
Mr., Jamas E. Wood, an employee of wous agency, for reneval sgreenent
tra—el,

The record indicates that Travel Order Wo, T-034-73, issuzd at lead~
quatters, Naval 3tation, Adak, Alaskas, on July 3, 1972, authorized air
travel for Mr. Vood and his dependents from Adak, Alaska, to Corpus Christi,
Texas, and return., lMr. Wood and his dependents devparted Adak on August 16,
1972, and flow to Portland, Oregon, arriving there on Aupust 17, 1972, They
departed Portland via private automobilae on Aunust 21, 1972, and arrived in .
Coxrpus Christi on \ugust 26, 1972, On August 30, 1772, th.y departed
Corpus Christi via private automobile and arrived in Portland, Orezon, on
Septenbar 2, 1972, (n Septembexr 3, 1972, tley traveled via air and arrived
at Adak on Scptsuber §, 1972.

Mr. Wood sutmitted a travel voucher claiming, among other items, mile-
age at 12 cents per mile for the round trip beiween Portland and
Corpus Christi, In support of the voucher ha inclonsel a copy of his travel
order with a first andorsemant dated Aupust 16, 1972, anending tha oxder
to authorize advantajeous automobile travel at 12 ceuts per nila from
Corpus Chxisti to Fortland, from the Comnmanding Officer, lNaval Station,
Adak, serial number 7471. You state the clain for mileage is doubtful
because the log indicatus that numbers 7469 and 7470 are dated September 25,
1972, aud the retained fils contains identical copies ui the first endorse-
ment with one bearing the August date und the other bearing the date of
Septenbar 26, 1972, Inaswmuch as serial nimbexr 7471 sliould have been issued
on or about September 26, 1972, after thae travel had been performed, you
belisve it 4% probabla the endoracment amending Hr. Wood's traval orders
was issued on an after-the-fact basis despita tha August 16, 1972 date it
beavs. In this covrnection you point out that the reverss of Mr, Wood's
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original travel order shows that a Transportation Request fuor round-trip
air transportation between Adak, Alaska, and Corpus Christi, Texas, was
issued on August 15, 1972, just one day prior to Mr. Wood's departura and
the date ¢of the endorsement asiending the orders.

The saenduent of a travel order is governed by parugraph C20%3, Joint
Travel Regulations, Volumo 2, which provides:

2033 AMENDMENT OF TRAVEL L RDER

1. PORPOSE., A issued travel nrder may be changed or cor-
rected within certain limitations by the issuance of an amend-
went. An anendment may ba issued before or after complation
of travel under tha order being amended to:

1. rxecognire soma essentinl aspect of travel not
known in advancs,

2, change the period or place of temporary duty
assignment, R

3¢ 34nclude omitted pertinent fnformation,
A, change allowances for unpsrformed travel cr duty,

3. correct exroneous information or clerical exrora
" that do not affect reimburaement retroactively,

2. RETROATIIVE PROHIBITION. An amendment will not ba issued
vith retroactive cffect changing ner diem or milecage rates

and basis of reimbursement therefnr on travel perforaed undar
the authority prescribed in a travel orxder (28 Comp, Gen. 732),

3. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT., The effective date of an
smendnent is the date of isspance unless a later date is
specificd. However, the amendment may indicate retroactive
effect undexr the conditions 4n svbpar. 1. An amendment
authorizing an increass or decreasa in rates of per dien or
mileage and basis of reimbursenent therefor will apply ounly
to unperformed travel om and after the effective date, When
practicable, sn anendment changing allowvance amounts should
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ba madn effective on a dats that an employee reasonably umay be
sxpectod to raceive the amendment or advance notification of
tha effective date should be furnished ths employea concerned,

It 4s the general rule that legal righte and liabilities in regard to
travel allowances veat when travel is performad and that travel orders may
pot be revokei or modificd retroactively so aa tc increase or decrease
rights which have becoma fixed under statutes or xegulations unlesa errer
is apparent on the face of the orders, or all the facts and circumitanceas
cloarly demonstrate that soma provision previously Jdatermined and defi-
nitely intended has been omitted through error und inadvertence in prepar—
ing the oxders. 23 Comp. Cen, 713 (1944); 24 4d. 439 (1944); 2B id. 732
(19&9); and 51 4d. 736 (1972),  ,

Baged upon tha preuant record it appears that Mr. Wood's travel order
vas erroneously smended to ratxoactively authorize mileage in lieu of the
air transportation previously authorized. Accoxdingly, wa are of the
opinfon that the anendment to the travel order 1a invalid. Therefore,

Mr, Vood's allowance for his travel and that of his dependents should be
boased on the actual air travel and constructive air travel for the portion
performed by privately owned automobile., The voucher which is returnecd
herewith may ba paid only in accordance with the abovs,

S8incerely yours,

E., H, Morse, Jr,

For the Comptroller General
of tha United States
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