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B-178312 July 20, 1973

The llonorable ®arl L. futk
The Secretary of Agriculture

Deaxr Mr, Sacrataryt

This ims {n reply to latter of Juna 1, 1973, from the Assistant
Secretary for Aduinistration requesting our deciaion as to vhether or
not the distance involved in successive relocations of offices may ba
consilerad as weeting the 1C-nile rajuirement under section l.lec of
Office of HManagonent and Judpek ctrcuiur No. A~56 in order to authorize
or approve relocation expenses,

The letter states that tha Aninmal and Plant llealth Servica (APQS)
of the Dapaxrtrent vealigned caertain proptam functiona which involved
merging offices and relocating the offices into one at a naw location.
Cart.iin employces were moved in May 1772 from Berkeley, California, to
the new office in Oakland, California, a distance of %,2 rmiles, o
rolocation allovances for omployees tweve considered or authorized in
viev of the 10-nile restyiction ir wsaction 1,1ac of the Circular,

Subnequent to tha APHS realisgmmant, a realirmmant of the resulatory
and narketing ajcnclos of the Denartment resultad in the establishment
of A new agency, tie Anfwal and Plant llealth Inapection Serviece (APHIS),
and tha relocation of certain functions to a coxm location in Alareda,
Californin. As & vesult of the orzanication of MMIIS tha offica force
that moved fron Zorkeley to Oakland in May 1372 was required to make &
second mova in Hoveiber 1972 to Alaaedn, a distance of 3 niles, 1In
view of tha second nove vona of -the emplnyees £find 1t naceasary to
relocate their reaidunces, If there had been no relocation of tha of-
fico in Oakland the move would have been divectly f£1rom Berkeley %o
Alanads, a distanca of 10.8 milew,

Saction l.ic of Circular No, A-56, effactive Septesber 1, 1971,
pruovides in psxtinant pavt_as followst

g, Iravel covered-genarally. When A change of
o{ficial station or other action doscribad beiow :\s
suthorized or epprovaed # # A traval and trenaportation
expuanass und applicabla allovances as prairidad heruin
are payable in the case of (1) tranufex ol an eupluyse
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from one official station to anothey for permanant
duty, provided that: W% & # the txonefer 1o to 8 new
official station which {8 at least ton milea diatant
from the old official atatiion ¥ * &,

The regulation in question provides that relocaticn expenses may be
authorized fu the cnse of the tranafer of an employea from one official
stetion to snothar for permannnt duty ‘providad the new siation is at
Jeanst 10 wiles from the old atatioa, In the instant case, 1if tha re-
alipnment of tha various functions had buen made at one instesd of two
tirzes tha omployzes would hava bean transferred directly from Ferkaley
to Alameda and could have baen allowed reloc itfon expensss, In view
thereof, and having regard for thae cowparacively short time clapaing
betwren the two transfers and the fact that: theve 18 no specific pro-
visinn in the regulation precluding the combining ot diatances we will
not cbjnct to thu paywent of relocation expenses in this case vhould it
bs vdninistrativaly determined that such axpensen in fact were incurred
incident to tha transfer,

Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED) ELMER B. STAATS

Comptrollar General ~.
of thu United Etateos T





