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wmis {8 in reply to your letter of December 17, 1968, refer-

' ence 1-¥0, requesting our decision as to the basis for payment of
g travel youcher in favor of Mr. Wilson P. Looper, an cmployee of

vour ASE0CY; incident to his transfer from Dutch Johm, Utsh, to

f Tersopolte, Wyouing.

);,, looper vas euthorized tremsportation to his mew station by
rivately owned sutomodile for himpelf end his dependents, & round
" trip to and from the old and new etations for himself and his wife
to seek permenent residence quarters not to exceed 6 days, and
temporery pubsistence allowence not to exceed 2 deys. On Septem-
5 ber 30, 1968, Mr. Looper, accompanied by his wife and child, drove
"grom Dutch John to Thermopolis to search for housing. On October L
he located rental quarters and decided not to return to Dutch John
~ gince ho weg to report for duty on Qctober T and he had imstructed
- g carrier to pick up his furniture on that day unless he called the
: carrier ourlier., Your doubt in the mstter arises from the fuct

‘" that Mr. Looper did not complete the house hunting trip by return-

% ing to his former stetion. ‘

gection 2.4"of Bureau of the Budget Circuler No. A-56 provides
that on agency may authorize an employee and hia spouse (no children)
to perform & round trip between the old and new official stations to
seek pormpanent residence guarters. It also provides guidelines for
the eliminstion of unnecessary trips.

In the instant case Mr. Looper and his femily traveled to
Thernmopolis and searched for housing until October 4. We belleve
¥r, Looper's decision not to return to Dutch John for tha reasons
steted obove vop in sccord with the guidelines of the Circwlsr.
Therefore, wileage for the use of & privately owned sutomoblle in
traveling to Tuerzcrolis would be suthorized et the rate of 8 cents - -~ -
per mile for Mr. Looper and his wife 2s well as per diem from Sep- -
texter %) to Octoder § in accordance with the provisions of the
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circular applicable to & house hunting trip. You mey also certify
for peyment an sllowence not to exceed 2 days while the employee was
occupying temporary quarters from the time permanent quarters were
- Jocated until the employee's furniture errived since the allowance
vas authorized. In this connection attual expenses should be
‘stemized and supported in accordance with.the provislons af sec-

tion 2.54*0f the Circular.

The transportation of all dependents to the pew duty station wes
. suthorized. Tuerefore, since the son accompanied Mr. Looper and his

" yife to the new station on the house hunting trip, the travel of the
gon may be treated as having been performed under the change of station
procedures. Therefore, per diem for the son may be allowed as claimed
ind the employee would be entitled to zn additional mileage rate of

2 cents per nile ‘};, an overall rate.of 10 cents per mile as claimed,
“ie sections 2.3vand 2.hXof Circular No. A-56.

By . "

%" The voucher is returned herewith and may be certified for payment
in accordance with the above. '

S8incerely yours,

R, F.KELLER

For the oopptroller General
of the United Ststes
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